St | eonards (Chesham Bois

Welcome to our ancient church and we hoPe you ersjog looking
around. We have highlightec’ below a few items of Particular
interest for you to look at, so Please take your time as you wander

around the church.

A brief look at our past

St | eonards was origina”g a Private chapel built in ¢ 1200 near to

the old Manor [House of William de Pois. [ts first incumbent was
William de Risemberghe in 1215 (the year of Magna (Carta). T he
original 13 century chapel was quite small, made of local flints &
chalk &ressings, and has over time become the chancel area of the
church you see now. The Prcsent chancel arch rePIaces a smaller
i}th century one, the stones of which can still be seen at the
churchyarcl entrance. Over time, the church has been enlargc& &
modernised. A bell tower once stood where the car Park IS NOwW
ancﬂ, at one stage, an upper ga”erg cxisted; both of these were
removed as part of a late Victorian major refurbishment. | he
present vestry was built in 1911 and further vestry additions
(Dirkett Room) followed in 1955 & 1969. The [[ast [ nd was

reordered in 2001 .

The Cheyne Familg became the first | ords of the Manor in 1445,
remaining so until 1728. During this time theg were responsible for

all the church cxpensesl



Things to look out for in the Chancel.....

o [ ast[ ndwindow - with its 3 Pointed lancets, the window was restored in
948 Fo”owing air raid damage n Oct 1940. | he restoration used a

combination of origina] and new g!ass Pieces

° 5ir John Chcync’s Tomb (c{l 585} ~has a toP of \/erona marblc, sides
of clunch display Panclwork and the Cheync Familg coat of arms

o Marblc Wau Tablct (Scraphinc) — Presentcc{ in 18%5 bg the surviving
PuPils of Rev Thomas (larke (Rector 1766 ~179%3) who he had trained
forthe Ministrg at (Chesham Pois

° Communion Tablc - &ating from the reign of Qpeen Anne (late 17th
centur}j) and made of oak. T he communion rails are Jacobean, having
been part of the old ga”erg which was removed in 1881. | he Pane”ing
behind the ] able was putup in | 967

° Chanccl windows — whilst these retain their early ]5&’ century archcs,

much of the g]ass is modern

° Chrgsm Chlld -~ a tiny brass of Benc&ic‘c | ee, a “Chrgsm C!’mi]d” (ie.
buried wrapped in his baPtismal cloth) who died in 1 542, and who was the
infant grandsom of Robert & [~ lizabeth Cheync‘ A Picturc of this brass
can be found on one of the chancel window sills. [t is believed to be the
onlg brass in Englanc{ known to have the word “chrgsm” contained in the
inscriPtion. T he brass itself has been removed offsite for sa{:ckccping




Along the 5out[1 Wall .....

] l7th century Cromwcl[ian Hour Glass ~ the odd~loo§<ing iron bracket on
the south wall origina”g contained an hour glass so that the Preacher’s

sermons could be timed to Pencectionl

° ]ncumbcnts’ Board —located to the rear of the South Wa”) this shows all
incumbents from 1215 to date. | here is a break of about 100 years
between 1418 & 521 for which no records have yet been found. ]t is
m«:lg that Mr Whitbg (i 650) was a Fresbyterian or ]nchcn&ent Minister
Placecl here bg Cromwe”’s officers in chargc of the Parislﬂ

Along the North Aisle.....

e Jacobean Fu'Pit - hexagona] in shape, made of carved oak Pane]s from
the original i 5th century pews & now standing in the old organ loft. |t was
restored in 2002

o Lcctcrn - 20th century, oak wood carved in the shape of an eag]c

o [ont-a 20t century replacement for a marble font given in 1882 }33 the
Rector of St Marg’s, Amersham which sac”9 cracked

L North Aislc - four i‘%th century windows were reset from the former north
wall when the church was enlarged and the North Aisle added in 1881
(extended 1911) The quatrcfoi]s above the windows show the implemcnts
of the Cruchcixion‘ T he window at the back of the aisle, acljacent to the
rear door, depicts both St | eonard & St Hugh of Lincoln. (hesham
Pois was part of the Diocese of Lincoln until its transfer to the [Diocese
of Oxfordin 1845




Now look up.....

° Roomc — the Painted stone corbels of the chancel, and of the eastern Part

of the nave, date from the 1 5&' century as do the moulded arch trusses

On your way out.....

o Oak entrance doors — these were hung n memory of Rev Georgc

| awrence, Rector 192%-45. [Je was resPonsiHe for bui]ding the Parish
(_entre, Glebe Way in19%7

] E)c"s — the tower carries 3 bells which are rung bgjust one person (one
bell rope on cach arm & a leg stirrup! The tenor bell was given in
remembrance of 2 children killed during WW2, one in (Chesham Pois, the
other in Germany. T]ﬁe other two bells are much o]cjer, one undated and
the other being dated 1705 and inscribed “Chand]cr made me” !:)5 the
Chanc”er brothers who had a bell {:ounc]rg in Dragton Farslow) near

Winslow, Bucks

V\/e hope you have enjogec] your Perambulation around the church
— whg not now wander around the churchgarci ..... can you sPot the

old hand water PumP?




