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My Dear Frienbs,

Excepting the unusual amount of rainfall during the last year,
there was no event of striking stir or interest in the parish of
Chesham Bois, unless it was the report which got about prematurely
in the Autumn that I was intending to resign my office as incum-
bent. 1 need not dwell upon the causes of the expected severance
of my connection with you, but it is due to you to say, that de-
clining health, and the growing and difficult demands of this
rapidly increasing parish, have made it imperative. If you realize
the strain upon one, long past the prime of life, in raisiug above
two thousand pounds to restore the Church, and then three hundred
pounds to erect a Mission Koom, you will not be surprised that a
not naturally robust frame should be no longer equal to the task
of etficiently conducting the multifarious duties of such a growing
Parish. My defective hearing, a very serious drawback in visiting
the sick and infirm and instructing the young in Schools and
(Classes, must also be taken into account. I will not trust myself
to write of our leaving this beloved spot. Our earnest desire has

been to do our duty to God and to you during the twenty-three
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years we have lived among you. But, alas! no one knows better

than ourselves, excepting the Judge of all flesh, how very far short
we have come of the perfection of service which He desired of us.
This T say with unaffected humility, and under a keen sense of
how very much more we might have done than we have to advance

the Kingdom of Christ among you.

The Motto, which was strongly suggested to my mind in view of
the solemn and sublime meeting, face to face, of Pastors and their

flocks, before the King of Kings, is

‘“ Every one of us shall give account of himself
to God.”

Rom. xiv. 12.

‘Who will stand with courage and joy at such a time, but those who
renounce all merit of their own, and trust only in the merits and
death of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and the
justification of their persons? I shall meet all of you there at the

last day, and I charge every one of you to meet me at the right hand
of the Great King. ’

Let me ask your prayers that whatever of power may be left me
to serve God, it may still be laid at the feet of our loving Redeemer
and Master. And let me also ask your prayers for my successor,
that he may come among yon ‘“in the fulness of the blessing of the
Gospel of Christ,” filled with the Holy Ghost, and the love of

precious souls for whom Christ died. 'What I have most missed

S
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among you has been regular, umited prayer for a blessing on the
work of the ministry.  Let my successor have this at your hands,
if you wish his ministry to be a power for good among you.
¢ When asked what was the cause of his great success as a
preacher, Mr. Spurgeon pointed to the floor of the Tabernacle and
.said; ¢In the room beneath you will find three hundred praying
Christians. Every time I preach they gather together and uphold
my hands by continuous prayer and supplication ; there you will
find the secret of all our blessing.””” May the eyes of a gracious
and merciful Gad ever be upon Chesham Bois for good, and may
large numbers from this favoured little parish be found hereafter
among those who ‘“ have washed their robes and made them ‘white

in the blood of the Lamb.”

Tt will be interesting to see how the School and Edueatioq
problem will be worked out under a new administration. ~Which-
ever way it goes, it will have my best wishes for its working for

the spiritual and temporal good of the young of Chesham Bois.

Mrs, and Miss Matthews join me in taking an affectionate
farewell of you. We shall continually have before us the tokens
of your kindly feeling, which we received at your hands two years

ago. They will be a link between us and Chesham Bois as long as

we live.
Yours most sincerely,

J. MATTHEWS.
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Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, which took place from December 1st, 1890,
to December 20th, 1891.

Baptisms.
Frederic George Peach.
Thomas Slade.

Muriel Tudor Carver.
Elsie Thornley.

Frederic George Scott.
Emily Clara Reading.
John Walker.

Thomas William Spratley.
Harold Allen Brown.
Dorothy Kate Hartley.

Marriages.
James Charles Nightingale to Annie Bedford.

Burials.

May Turvey, aged 19 months.

Lily Turvey, aged 19 months.

Charles Cox, aged 74 years.

George Cox, aged 77 years.

Elizabeth Weedon, aged 70 years.

¢ Francis Owen” Green, aged 1 month.
James Walton, aged 62 years.

The Coal Club

Will re-open, as usual, in March, and close at the end of October.

No
promise as to bonus can be made at present.

The Church Services

Have been remarkably well attended during the past year, to the very great
encouragement of the Ministers. The Rev. G. Holloway has continued to
give his most kind and valued help almost every Sunday, thereby lightening
the Rector’s labour, and at times affording him much-needed rest. The
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weekly offertories have been well ma,inm;ned,h:';\,lndt ;:eoifiiiziz SlrlefIﬁl;j(;l:}{
both at home and abroad, seems unabated ; while Wil
and needy, for Church expenses, and for the support o.d- e o Ou; i
ghewn that, while caring for others, thfe duty of prov11}ng Sy
necessities has not been neglected. This, of. course, applies only
rch. More hearty services, on the whole, and a more

;‘;T;rz‘:: n(i)nt;ZgSt}il:n,c according to their mea?as, could sca;c:}lly Abe OfEZ:ié
Almost everyone seems to put into the colle.ctmg plate, an i e 311; o
bronze has often been quite astonishing, sI.leV\.mg that those of s e;n (.3 s
give to the utmost of their ability. Thls' is one of ‘uhv.:,1 trues s;gmem1
healthy Church, especially when the objects .sup})ort.e dare no : Wherz
parochial, but for the advancement of ou?c S‘avmur.s King c(;m ltlave yof the;
If there is one improvement desirable., it is an 1ncreaseY 8 a,l;e 8
worshippers in audibly responding during the Pr.a,yers. ou ];lt izrn%s i
some Churches affd scarcely hear a sound, when Tt is the (;zn.gx:g minispt o
to repeat the prayers, in unison or by turns, with the o \ clat tmrgl S 3
Nothing is more like a wet blanket to the clefrgymfm. It is u1 erly Xhorteg
to the directions given in the Prayer Book, in which the peop eta?etznded #
to take their parts with the minister. The responses V;J;I‘e r:okem P
be whispered, but to be repeated aloud. Shyne.ss.shou (;10 :fdl 3;1 e
dumb. Nothing is more animating to the mmlste%, an 'a;s.su : Zﬁerin

leasing to God, than the voices of a whole congregation un'l ing 1n. g
: and thanksgivings with their leader. The choir, especially the
feftiif: as a rule, done their part in the responses, and hai:e. thl;s se; ai
good’ example. May their courage in spe.a.king out, as wellbas tG e;r.c ee:i :h
and voluntary help in leading the singing, be rewarded Sy1 ol 1'lr‘1e :c b
blessing on their souls. The Bell Ringers afnd the Su.nd&ﬁ ct hoo i
also deserve the thanks of the whole parish for their vo u]zary ahA i
valuable assistance. Finally, let us not ﬁ)rﬁft tl;gl (;Jr(;rrllﬁzxfna(,} 10(:11& vv:h ;care 3

he 30th of January. Let a e chi ;

:;;i;lai;; :vith our church, earnestly pray for a blessing on th:;;:;h; lzliz
be presented to the Bishop from this Parish, that tl?ey may r b
their profession, and not become turncoats a,f.ter }?avmg onl(;e' given
word of honour to serve the Lord Jesus as His faithful soldiers.

The Daily Prayer Union.

Tt has been matter of thankfulness that during the past year twenty
members were added to the number on my books as Associate for Chesham
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Bois, making in all 81. There are now ninety-one thousand members in the
Union. Let me remind our members to use their membership cards daily
looking at the 30 reasons (at the back of them) for praying for the Hol}i
Ghost. The venerable President of the Union, Bishop Perry, died during
the past year, and Dr. Ryle, Bishop of Liverpool, has accepted the vacant
post. The name and character of Bishop Ryle, as a faithful Protestant
Bishop, well known for his valuable tracts, will, we may trust, give an in-
creased impetus to the spread of the Union, until it is joined by all who be-
lieve that the Holy Ghost is the “ Power from on High,” without Whom no
conversions take place, no sanctification of heart, no fruits of righteousness
whatever can be produced.

Tract distribution, and Lending Libraries.

It is with much regret that I have to discontinue the circulation of the
Friendly Visitor. My good wife and I are amply repaid the expense and
trouble of issuing them monthly during the last ten years, if but one soul
has been saved or profited by their perusal. For many years, however, there
have been Parochial Lending Libraries at the Upper School and ;t the
Mission Rooms on the Moor; and these have supplied you with plenty of
wholesome reading. Since the Iron Room was opened, Miss Wild has been
unwearied in enlarging and improving the library there, and I wish thus
publicly to thank her for the kind help she has given.  J.M.

The School.

By anew regulation the Education Department requires the Balance
Sheet of School Receipts and Expenditure to be affixed to the School door
for fourteen days for public inspection. There is therefore no need for them
to be published in the Almanack. But you may like to see the Government
and Diocesan Inspectors’ Reports. Her Majesty’s Inspector says: ¢ The
children have acquitted themselves well in the examination in the elen.lenta;r
subjects, and are in very good order. Their intelligence is deficient a};
present, but I hope they will now be taught to think and to express themselves
Recitations are to be taught during the current School year. If tht;
children are successful in this subject, and show a little more general
intelligence next year, I hope to be able to recommend the higher grant
under Article 101 (a).”
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The Diocesan Inspector says: « The School is in excellent order and the
Religious Instruction has been painstaking. The two higher Divisions
shewed, on the whole, a very fair knowledge of their subjects, and especially
of Holy Scripture. The written work was, as a rule, neatly and correctly
done. The Infants and lower Standards answered brightly, and shewed a

satisfactory knowledge for their age.”

The Mission Room.

The Mission Room Accounts have been kindly audited by Mr. G. Bates and
a summary of them is here given :—
RECEIPTS. £5sseds DISBURSEMENTS. £ s. d.

Donations......... g TSRS Messrs. Francis & How,
Offertoriesin Bois €hurch 19 15 6% preparing Conveyance
Surplus Receipts for cele- @1 G S0 a0 D00 CR B a0 313 0
bration of the Queen’s Mr. J. Birch and others,
Jubilee, 1887.......... 3 16 9% levelling, clearing, and
Collected by fencing site .......... 36 10 9%
Miss C. T. Carver.:!.. 0130 Mr. Lee, Contractor for
Net proceeds of two ron¥RoomeE. S is: 137428120
Entertainments .. ... 015 0 Messrs. T. Bates & Sons,
Savings’ Bank Interest.. 012 9 TenGingiv: ..t nai 10 18 3
Sale of earth .......... (O ) Messrs. J. Keen & Son,
,, waste paper .... 0 4 7 brick foundation of
Mission Room, and
dEainageiee: Sl L 24 4 3
Mr. Harding, ironmongery 6 13 6%
Carting chalk .......... DG RH6
F. Mead, bricklayer ...._ 38 7 10
Materials for building
OrieETl habaosudabaan: SIS
Insurance (2 years') of
Tron Room & Offices . 013 0
Carriage of goods ...... SIS
Hurniture ..l aioiit, ST RO
Postage and Sundries. . 4 3 9
Balance in hand ........ 014 0%
\ PR
£301 18 102 N £301 18 102
— i

« Audited and found correct.”

November 10th, 1891.
(Signed) GEORGE Bares.
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Church and Parish Help Fund.

The following is a statement of the Offertories and other moneys received
and paid by the Rector from November 1st,21890, to October 31st, 1891, to

which is appended a copy of the Auditor’s Certificate.

Balance due

Received for to Treasurer. Paid.
e CERGISEE O ol D Gl
SickiandiNeedy Rl i i B (8 (17 OS] RS ORN:)
Church Expenses.......... SR T LSS ORI OIS () 5 7 9%
WIBE6 JRIO@IEEY. 5 0i06 A0 an000a 1015 3t 0 0 0 1015 3%
(UpperiSchoolt el S e 27 HI9NE3) OFROSE 0NN
TnfantiiSchool SN SHETI OB OSR() I
SundaySehioolti . ol . 114 6 110 63 38 5 0}
BiblefSocTetyat-iy st ety T TR OB O B O RO B
London Jews’ Society ...... 415 8 OREOF0 SIS
Church Missionary Society.. 26 13 2 0 OO R Rl )
Church Pastoral Aid Society 513 03 0 0 0 RSN
Colonial and Continental
@ChuxchfSoecichys. He i m IR 415 7% 0. 00 415 7%
Irish Church Missions....... 38 6 0 0500 SO
Incorporated Church
Building Society ........ OF7EN (EO() 0.7 7
Bois Church Bell-ringers .. 0 10 3 (00 () 0 83
Dr. Barnardo’s Homes ST RO TS (S (RN () 1 1 92
Mission to Deep Sea 5
Hishesmenti Tt . 010 2 (SRORR0) 0710 2
Connemara Orphanage .... 0 6 3 0 0 0 0 G 8
Chesham Cottage Hospital.. 0 12 11 0 0 0 012 11
Schoolmaster’s and School-
mistresses’ Benevolent
nstitutTon e e 0 4 2 (OSRORE0) (4 SO,
New Infant School ........ 0992 0 0 0 0959
Church and Parsonage, Sheep
Creek, Alberta, Canada .. IEDRNEE0) () I
120 10 42 2 8 33 114 16 83
To balance due to Treasurer 2 8 31 ST AL
£122 18 8 £122 18 8

The above Account includes the balances on both sides, of last year.

¢ Audited and found correct.”

December 11th, 1891.

(Signed)

GEORGE BATES.

Balance
in hand.
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. d Friday, April 15
guaeoomer - 31| | B D | f o, Ao
R - s Whit Monday, June 6
Dominical Letters -CB | DATE TABLE. | o, 50 Dec 25
Roman Indication - ;

Jlglri(;n Period - - 6605 |*Bissextile or Leap Year Bank Holiday, Dec. 26
M January. *Febrdary. March
s | su|z|w|T|E|s|s[MjT|w T|E|8
SMTWTFI‘S2 1| 2| 3| 4| 5| 6}-. |...] 1| 2 3| 4| &
3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 8] 9 71 8] 9l10({11|12|13} 6| 7| 8 9110|1112
10/11(12(18|14|15]16] 14| 15|16 17/18({19|20}13 |14 15|16 17 1? 19
17(18[19(20(21 (22|23 21 92|923|24|25(26 (2712021 |22|23 24|25 | 26
24|25|26|27|28(29|30]28|29 127128129130 (3L |...[-.-
31 ol el g et oo il o 8 ) Bl Bl [0l 1 R ool e
April May. June.
E THE|S
Islsim|T/w|T|F sls|M|T|W
sulzw|r) 2|s|8)dl 2V T E S5 T Bl )
3| 4] 5/ 6 7yé 9| 8| 9/10/11|12|13 |14 5| 6, 7| 8 9!1011
10|11 (12|13]14|15|16§15| 16 17/18|19(20|21}12|13 |14 15 16i17 18
17(18]19(20|21| 22|23 |22 23&24 o5126127128]19!20|21|22|23 24 25
I}
24(25(26|27(28|29|30129 30i31 ...... 126(27(28(29(30] ...
July. August, September.
( S|M|T|wW|T|F|S
F|sls|M|T|IW(T|F|S
SMTWT 1| 2l...1 1| 2| 8] 4| 5] 6]-|-cc]-ee}ee 11,2 3
"?;4567897891011121345678910
10(11(12(13|14|15|16]14 15| 1617|1819 |20 11(12(13|14!15|16 ;’i
17/18|19(20 (21|22 |23}21 221903 |24|25[26|27]18 19|20 21 22 ;i;
24125(26|27(28129 (3012829 30|31 125]26|27|28 |29
LU P R R YD 118 conbed a1 1l o Bk bk sl b resitoc e | g
october:. November. December.
AtTe 4581 ; A
M|T\w|T|F 8|8 |M|T|W|TE
SMTWTFlsls 1k ol ca b 4l 6hasabels ek 2‘13
il s w!nlie] 4| 5 6‘ 7| 8| 910
2| 3| 4| 5/ 6| 7| 8] 6 71 81 9
9(10(11(12|13 |14 15 13114|15|16(17|18|19{11 12 (13|14 |15 161;’1
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